cro

7
S1234

BLUNT, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. SESSIONS,
Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. CRAPO, Ms. COL-
LINS, and Mr. ENZI):

S. Res. 364. A resolution expressing support
for the internal rebuilding, resettlement, and
reconciliation within Sri Lanka that are
necessary to ensure a lasting peace; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations .

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
RUBIO, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. CRUZ, and Mr.
NELSON):

S. Res. 365. A resolution deploring the vio-
lent repression of peaceful demonstrators in
Venezuela, calling for full accountability for
human rights violations taking place in Ven-
ezuela, and supporting the right of the Ven-
ezuelan people to the free and peaceful exer-
cise of representative democracy; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Ms. CoOL-
LINS, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. JOHANNS, Mr.
ISAKSON, and Mr. BROWN):

S. Res. 366. A resolution expressing support
for the goals and ideals of Multiple Sclerosis
Awareness Week; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. REED (for himself and Ms. COL-
LINS):

S. Res. 367. A resolution designating March
3, 2014, as ‘“‘Read Across America Day’’; con-
sidered and agreed to.

By Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. WICKER, Mr. COONS, Mr.
BENNET, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. PRYOR, and Ms. WARREN):

S. Res. 368. A resolution designating Feb-
ruary 28, 2014, as ‘‘Rare Disease Day’’; con-
sidered and agreed to.

By Ms. STABENOW (for herself and
Mr. COCHRAN):

S. Con. Res. 33. A concurrent resolution
celebrating the 100th anniversary of the en-
actment of the Smith-Lever Act, which es-
tablished the nationwide Cooperative Exten-
sion System; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 135
At the request of Mr. VITTER, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 135, a bill to amend title X of the
Public Health Service Act to prohibit
family planning grants from being
awarded to any entity that performs
abortions, and for other purposes.
S. 232
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 232, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal the ex-
cise tax on medical devices.
S. 313
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 313, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for the
tax treatment of ABLE accounts estab-
lished under State programs for the
care of family members with disabil-
ities, and for other purposes.
S. 370
At the request of Mr. COCHRAN, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 370, a bill to improve and ex-
pand geographic literacy among kin-
dergarten through grade 12 students in
the United States by improving profes-
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sional development programs for Kkin-
dergarten through grade 12 teachers of-
fered through institutions of higher
education.

S. 489

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
489, a bill to amend the Tariff Act of
1930 to increase and adjust for inflation
the maximum value of articles that
may be imported duty-free by one per-
son on one day, and for other purposes.

S. 635

At the request of Mr. INHOFE, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
635, a bill to amend the Gramm-Leach-
Bliley Act to provide an exception to
the annual written privacy notice re-
quirement.

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 635, supra.

S. 1008

At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1008, a bill to prohibit the
Secretary of Homeland Security from
implementing proposed policy changes
that would permit passengers to carry
small, non-locking knives on aircraft.

S. 1070

At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1070, a bill to make it un-
lawful to alter or remove the unique
equipment identification number of a
mobile device.

S. 1086

At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1086, a bill to reauthorize
and improve the Child Care and Devel-
opment Block Grant Act of 1990, and
for other purposes.

S. 1174

At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the names of the Senator from Michi-
gan (Ms. STABENOW) and the Senator
from Rhode Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE)
were added as cosponsors of S. 1174, a
bill to award a Congressional Gold
Medal to the 65th Infantry Regiment,
known as the Borinqueneers.

S. 1187

At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KING) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1187, a bill to prevent homeowners from
being forced to pay taxes on forgiven
mortgage loan debt.

S. 1269

At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1269, a bill to amend the
Workforce Investment Act of 1998 to
support community college and indus-
try partnerships, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 1322

At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the

name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
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BEGICH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1322, a bill to amend the Controlled
Substances Act relating to controlled
substance analogues.

S. 1456

At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1456, a bill to award the Congres-
sional Gold Medal to Shimon Peres.

S. 1495

At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. JOHANNS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1495, a bill to direct the Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Aviation
Administration to issue an order with
respect to secondary cockpit barriers,
and for other purposes.

S. 1531

At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1531, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to modify the types
of wines taxed as hard cider.

S. 1562

At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1562, a bill to reauthorize the
Older Americans Act of 1965, and for
other purposes.

S. 1657

At the request of Mr. UDALL of New
Mexico, the name of the Senator from
Pennsylvania (Mr. CASEY) was added as
a cosponsor of S. 1657, a bill to reduce
prescription drug misuse and abuse.

S. 1697

At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1697, a bill to support early learning.

S. 1737

At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mrs. HAGAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1737, a bill to provide for
an increase in the Federal minimum
wage and to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend increased
expensing limitations and the treat-
ment of certain real property as sec-
tion 179 property.

S. 1738

At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. ScoTT) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1738, a bill to provide justice
for the victims of trafficking.

S. 1794

At the request of Mr. UDALL of Colo-
rado, the name of the Senator from
Colorado (Mr. BENNET) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 1794, a bill to designate
certain Federal land in Chaffee County,
Colorado, as a national monument and
as wilderness.

S. 1862

At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
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(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1862, a bill to grant the Congres-
sional Gold Medal, collectively, to the
Monuments Men, in recognition of
their heroic role in the preservation,
protection, and restitution of monu-
ments, works of art, and artifacts of
cultural importance during and fol-
lowing World War II.
S. 1923
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
1923, a bill to amend the Securities Ex-
change Act of 1934 to exempt from reg-
istration brokers performing services
in connection with the transfer of own-
ership of smaller privately held compa-
nies.
S. 1980
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from Ohio
(Mr. BROWN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1980, a bill to amend titles XIX
and XXI of the Social Security Act to
provide for 12-month continuous enroll-
ment under the Medicaid program and
Children’s Health Insurance Program
and to promote quality care.
S. 2026
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
HATCH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2026, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exclude from gross
income any prizes or awards won in
competition in the Olympic Games or
the Paralympic Games.
S. 2037
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Ms. HEITKAMP) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2037, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to re-
move the 96-hour physician certifi-
cation requirement for inpatient crit-
ical access hospital services.
S. CON. RES. 6
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAPO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Con. Res. 6, a concurrent resolution
supporting the Local Radio Freedom
Act.
AMENDMENT NO. 2752
At the request of Mr. BURR, the
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. TOOMEY), the Senator from
North Dakota (Mr. HOEVEN) and the
Senator from Maine (Ms. COLLINS) were
added as cosponsors of amendment No.
2752 intended to be proposed to S. 1982,
a bill to improve the provision of med-
ical services and benefits to veterans,
and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 2760
At the request of Mr. COBURN, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 2760 intended to be
proposed to S. 1982, a bill to improve
the provision of medical services and
benefits to veterans, and for other pur-
poses.
AMENDMENT NO. 2762
At the request of Mr. COBURN, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
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(Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 2762 intended to be
proposed to S. 1982, a bill to improve
the provision of medical services and
benefits to veterans, and for other pur-
poses.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. ROBERTS:

S. 2064. A bill to provide for the re-
peal of certain provisions of the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care
Act that have the effect of rationing
health care; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, I come
to the floor today to discuss
ObamaCare provisions that should be
keeping my colleagues and all Ameri-
cans up at night. Obviously, my views
are very different from my colleagues
who have just propounded their views
on the same subject.

Unfortunately, since the implemen-
tation of ObamaCare began, the stories
and reports have only confirmed the
many warnings that I and many of my
colleagues made during the debate.
Most of the stories Kansans tell me
now involve many hundreds of dollars
in increases in monthly premiums or
people simply losing their coverage.
These are real stories from real Kan-
sans, and they are not lies.

Compounding the problem, this ad-
ministration has made it a routine
practice to do what we call a regula-
tions dump on Friday. This is a delib-
erate posting of sometimes thousands
of pages of regulations during the time
when the American public and the
press is least likely to be paying atten-
tion.

Most recent reports from the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services—
what we call CMS—are that millions of
small businesses will face increased
premium rates under ObamaCare. The
President promised to make it easier
for small businesses to offer coverage
and, lo and behold, it may even become
impossible for them to do so.

Then there are the cuts our seniors
are about to face to their Medicare
plans. We can’t forget that the Presi-
dent pilfered—that is a good word, pil-
fered—S$1 trillion from Medicare to pay
for ObamaCare. These cuts have been
delayed, but the most recent regula-
tion on Part D and Medicare Advan-
tage will be extremely detrimental to
seniors’ access to the availability of
Medicare plans. And because of this,
for once—for once—I wish to speak
about a subject where we get ahead of
the curve, get in front of the next dis-
aster, and repeal specific provisions of
this law that I think will be most
harmful to patients.

I have talked before about how this
law comes between patients and doc-
tors, but I think we need to bring more
attention to the specter of what I call
rationing—yes, rationing. In the ab-
sence of complete repeal, I urge my
colleagues that these provisions must
be repealed.

S1235

During the health care reform de-
bate, and many times since then, I
have spoken at length about rationing.
Specifically, I want people to know
about what I refer to as the four ra-
tions that are included in ObamaCare.
Yes, this is a very real threat. And,
yes, they will ration care.

Let me start with something called
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services Innovation Center. That is a
pretty big, fancy government name.
The Center has an enormous budget to
match, aimed at finding innovative
ways to reform payment and the deliv-
ery of health care. That sounds very
good, but what this means is that the
“innovation center” can now use tax-
payer dollars to invest in ways to re-
duce patient access to care.

Let me say that again. The govern-
ment can now use taxpayer dollars to
invest in ways to reduce patient access
to care. It gives the government new
powers to cut payments to Medicare
beneficiaries with the goal to reduce
program expenditures. The reality is
they are going to reduce patients’ abil-
ity to access the care they want and
need—all hidden under the cloak of in-
novation. And that isn’t innovation at
all. Even if they did give it a fancy
title, folks, it is smoke and mirrors.
This outfit is already pushing out all of
the regulations to implement
ObamaCare that are now hurting pa-
tients—all the regulations we hear
about from our health care providers.

Let me move to the second ration. It
grants new authorities to the U.S. Pre-
ventive Services Task Force—that is
another nice-sounding entity with a
long title. This Preventive Services
Task Force used to be a body that was
scientific and academic, that reviewed
treatment, testing, and prevention in-
formation, and made recommendations
for primary doctors. Nothing is wrong
with that. It used to be an academic
body that made recommendations, not
a body pushing through mandates and
regulations. Many would argue that is
still what they do today. However, the
effect of their recommendations is they
are significantly more costly and bur-
densome. Because of ObamaCare, the
task force can now decide what should
and, more importantly, should not be
covered by health plans. That is not
prevention, that is rationing. If the
task force doesn’t recommend it, then
it won’t be covered by health plans and
patients bear the cost of the procedure.
We are seeing this already with things
such as prostate exams and mammo-
grams for breast cancer which have
been so helpful to so many people—
saved their lives.

The third rationer is the Patient
Centered Outcomes Research Institute.
Yes, that is another mouthful. This is
the outfit that was given millions and
millions of dollars to do comparative
effectiveness research. I am not op-
posed to research. I don’t know anyone
in this body who is opposed to re-
search, especially when it is used to in-
form the conversation between doctors
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